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GST Airport & AFFF Use Areas
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Why have PFAS been used at airports?

PFAS have been used at GustavusAirport in AFFF for required FAA training exercises, 
equipment testing, and any needed emergency fire response.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) mandates1:

Åά ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻŀƳ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǊŜŎǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ  ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ƛǎ 
done in accordance to NFPA 412: Standard for Evaluating Aircraft Rescue and Fire-Fighting 
CƻŀƳ 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘέ

Simplified summary of NFPA 4122:

Å Foams shall be flowed annually to insure expansion ratio and drainage criteria are met. 

The use of AFFF at the GustavusAirport prompted testing of monitoring and testing wells for 
PFAS presence (sampled summer 2018)

Sources:   1Use and Potential Impacts of AFFF Containing PFASs at Airports,
2National Fire Protection Association Standard 412
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Preliminary PFAS Sampling Results
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Timeline

Å Burn pit last used

Å AFFFused at GustavusAirport for 
certification testing only (º10seconds 
per year)

2014

º2015 ςCurrent

Å Gustavuspreliminarywater sampling June 27, 2018

Å DOT&PF receivedpreliminary sampling 
test results

July 30, 2018



Integrity  Ā  Enterprising Ā  Excellence   Ā  Respect11/1/2018 6

Response Actions
Short-term - Done
Å Using water for training
Å Directed Alaska Airlines & Alaska Seaplanes to continue to use alternate 

water (coincidently begun in May 2018 due to surface water intrusion)
Å Assign multi-agency group to assist
Å Contract independent environmental consultant to sample

Short-Term ςOngoing
Å Community outreach & collaboration with city, school, Park Service
Å Determine plume 

Long-Term ςBeginning
Å Determine appropriate water filtration options & scale
Å Find alternative foams or containment systems for FAA-required foam 

tests
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Timeline

Å Burn pit last used

Å AFFFused at GustavusAirport for 
certification testing only (º10seconds 
per year)

2014

º2015 ςCurrent

Å Gustavuspreliminarywater sampling June 27, 2018

Å DOT&PF receivedpreliminary sampling 
test results

July 30, 2018

Å Inter-agencycoordination begun

Å Stateof Alaska contracted Shannon & 
Wilson, Inc.

Early August, 2018

August 16, 2018

ÅWell sampling begins

Å Inter-agency teams begins investigating 
long-term water source options

August27, 2018

September 2018
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Water Sampling

Sampling

Collect site 
characteristics

Learn 
community 
concerns

Collect info to 
inform 

filtration 
solution

Provide 
alternate 
drinking 
water
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1 st Sampling Area: 

Previously Sampled Wells, Airport Wells

& Residences
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Info Provided Changed Sampling Plan


